
Town of Duxbiiry "Had No Fire"
Department at Turn of Century

At u Spocliil Town MoollnR on KJ«e of Old I'liu-lln- 11
June 11. 1904. It w:,» voted that Ibo —The Se e~ctm» nppSInt^, botfrd'
Selectmen invwuiiuu- ili« mutter of Of engineers, ami Fredrick H Knanp
Ore .Tolociiou In other lowaa and wna named chief en™ ,"e• Thw tenamed chief

was carried umu.imoualy: -That it! [',* £P«r. rhteof
U udvisable thai tlu> Ore apparatus from aJ1 .hat we rould
be p.1.1 for partly ..y lhc Town and perusing §* ,„«•*„
IS'/ ' "r"Pl'r'V °WU<!rB '" eacb' chJor of th0 ar«

•;iMiii PeteiBon was In

dwirce of ti Itm wiixon that won kepi

loaded with extinguishers,

rail), a harri'l of wntcr, pails,

sind (ilher" equipment. According 1u

Mr. MorU'iiso K. Merry, who came
hem In 1 S!>f« after takiiiK P»rt In the

Spanish-AincTlnin War (ho was born

in Nova Srolia), there wat< nu real

nre department at the lime. This

doca not moan that thorii hntl nol

previously been u lire department of

some kind, for the records show that

in 18114 and 1835 two Honneman

hand-onginoB wore purchased. Ebon

N, lirlggs, our prevent Fire Chief.!

showed us a photostat of an 1835'
tin said: "rtec. of Gor-|

... smaller sections by

"A line ol cl«sare<learOTT
one or two feet wide, on which to

start back fires, w'oulcTln many"cases
enable a small forcp ot men with ex-
tlnjrulshera (o stbp a strong fire

purchase." .We reproduce ihi* re-

CBlPt JU8I as It WHWlbnl.
Henry Wadsworthnnd Peleg Keen.

wnre on the board of vnSlneerS a<

ihe time of these purchases. There

were 29 men In the No. I rumpany.
27 in No. 2. Tbo S.-lc.imeii at the

lime wwe Blbrldge rhandl«r. Dan-

built the Town
xnoven-acrow tbu sl, B«l.

Jtlflew" exceptions, '.tDerd'have
xtan-no- ,g>alfr-jpociaciilax, flrei _ In
OniburyjjCand let's preserve this fee-

; tTnm'n n typfptr nntry,- »aV^n

; the 1908 ToMd Reran:. "Dur-ronv the 1908 ye nfirt:. Dur
ng *ho year^!l908 BhigineNo. 1 re-

.„ _ tyo-^res of dwelling

i^<ratf«onig« »n,d ifcrroral gnu

sltel. At this

called chief engineer,
were named to organize

composed of 20 men each,
i tlmo a plot of

>jr 136-feet-was-

Chestnut St. near Dopol St.' to

lei B. nosworlh and Samuel Alwe-l). I^SS^p'?&*e."<>■ 2- r«> i»<>« Duxhury
|had -tbree-flra wagons and--Iwo prl-

O1<1 Hnn<l-TiihH . rate ones. It was decided that the
Juhi what transpired betwucn 1S31 most serviceable wagons were those

and 1947, wbnu a 7&A-Kullon pumpirr fitted with extinguishers, a water
was addcuto Duxbury's fire-fiptitlnc barrej, and. "light enough for one
equipment', ntfbody hccnis to know.horae AP Pull.'r
and lIlls brief account U at best a

h-Vetch of conditions since the turn of

the century. The 760-cnllon pumper,

which replaced the V.i2"> Brnckaway.

carries '1200 feet'of' two and one-

la If inch hosu. and hi:-, n ladder and

a l&A-Kalluu booster tunk irlih 2RU
feet ol booster hose. II is a far cry

from the two hand-tubs which were-

bought more than 40 years ago, and

which are presently stored in a barn

on Standlsh St. Today the Fire De

partment has three engines. The
Forest Fire Wepartmcnt has five, and

tbere is also n fire rescue boat.

According to Mr. llorleuse Merry,

certnln Duxbury citizens' were stir

red up when Alexander Wadsworih's

house on Washington St. burned

early In ihis century. He says that
Captain Alexander's widow left some

hot-ashes In a wooden container in

the shed." A fire wns- started that
barneri unchecked because "we had
to stand around helpless watching
It. We dfdn'l bavo adequate equlp-
'ment. bateK at a Town" Meeting, the
people voted to buy two hand-en-

. Klnes.'""!. ^^pi-rtrnj^j^hninl-punipRrs

with a sort of fence rail on the side."



Jfo. Mfflo&Lp
muph aboul.lt, butfwcM,

another BottnseThat h» iftiognratoA
i J'l DlKMat ^BTW*

; Ores." Signed Capt. H. E. Merry."
fly 191"4 the town had a Forest

Iflre Department. "Wh*u '—

I can attord a molnr tr
equipped, that would be worth more
than all the rest ot the apparatus,"
read an entry in tho 111 14 Town Ko-
port. In 1916 Horlenso E. Merry suc
ceeded Edon W. Soule, and was later
designated lire chief. On tho board

engineers were James L>. Me

r

Uiu Juiilur J'lTB DOllaKMaat ^
custom ot haying honorary monitors.
AndJKhen-tb*-first D*©W»w##

llirn InmmiT ft'rlailJJftwn. nfliTifl ,,"—"————^" ~-

sparked tho ldea,*patterned-U>« pro
gram on the field, days and the mm-
t6~6;nrfir«n(ttiiB04lo)i»?fc

lt 18 an honor today to belong,_to_

,VUl:TrecTiuTonSaTE5rironi a^
look-see at the'records, it always has

tasked (or an appropriation (or motor
I driven pleco of apparatus tor South
I Duxbury "as tbero uro practically no

• KIWANIS CLUP

Duxbury Klwanle hold 1U regular

weekly meeting at White Bros. Res

in

n

^^^V the Re.
Kiwanls, a delicious steak

in bla yeare ot

lug la Duxbury, be saw j

Wben the L. P. Soul* house l««i»l
(rom the Winsor House) ourned-n'e

I burning. "And." says Mr. Merry, !
I

\£

Marsfleld K^lwanU were

heartily received as a new

and Kiture chaplain ot the
VMry>n«— S. An-
H waa announced at thebug !^Ony H waa announced

"there was (or a time no water. [ meeung tbBt tho New England Dls
Tho Jacob Sever house was Isailetl < trlct convention would take place
by sparks. Mr. Merry can remember, HoU, OrtawoJ(j on September 7-

having to break into three houses at ^ iilximjjn6M.Si9»*'-V**Wn*
iidtpire to get bucket* ot water. He ^^^K^^l^'Vicc-presfden

nlso remembers that Jake Sever and Robert Flnneran and Pierce Murphy
1 lid O'Brien, whose house was ateo Were noB|nate(i ana chosen as dele-
slngitd, oach donated checks oi *50 | gale3 to tnjB meeting.' Alternate
to the fire department for a Job well • doIegat0B wcre john Marshall. Win-

one. . !Sor While
There 1» no spate to list, men whoi After* a

erved the Hie Uepurimeni without; r,u.g k,n

wcre john Mars

and Frederick Reed.
M AlThere l» no space 10 usi.umu »••«/. After acceptance 'of Mr. Al Mo-

served the (tie department without; r,u.g k,nd offer t0 sla8e a benefit

pay tor a score ot years, ot the luu, performnnce fOr the Klwanls Aid io
the nre-nghtcrs had when they tried; y0UtJl j.und lhe njeerim. was ad-

to see which company ouglne COUW iournca at_3:40 p.m.
squirt water the farthest. Mr. Merrri »
'recalls the arson case, when a man;
named Lombardia got five years for
trying to defraud an Insurance com- j
pany by burning hts house. He also I
remembers those ChrlstruaBtf. durlffg 1
the depression when the fire depart- \
ment galhered,"repaired, anO painted ■

toys tor needy kiddles ot the —


